
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2021 

We have another packed issue, but we fear we’re missing birthdays and wedding anniversaries.  Your attention is 

drawn to the consultation on the merging of North Rode and Eaton Parish councils on page 4.  You have until 

midnight on Tuesday 28th November to respond and add support to the opposition. 

We look forward to seeing you at our Harvest Festival and Gift Day service on 10th October, followed by the Harvest 

Supper on Fri. 15th, which is likely to be a sell-out. 

Articles on your staycation or anything else are still welcome! 

Hospital Patient 

Paul Robinson has had his back surgery and is now 

recovering at home. 

Please let katebean@btinternet.com know of the sick 

and any future birthdays and wedding anniversaries 

we don’t know about, major ones for adults, any for 

children. 

 

Baptism 

On Sunday 26th Sept 

we welcomed Rory 

O’Reilly, son of Ryan 

and Harriet of 

Buglawton with a full 

church of family and 

friends for his 

Baptism.  This follows his sister Orla’s 2 years ago. 

 

Harvest Festival 

The church Harvest Festival service will be held on 

Sunday 10th October and produce and volunteers to 

decorate the church will be needed.  Other non-

perishable food offerings are requested, to be given 

to New Life Church for distribution. 

This will coincide with  our GIFT DAY which we missed  

last year, due to lockdown, so we would welcome 

double gifts!  We are trying to minimise cash 

donations, but gifts can be made by cheque, the 

Donations option, with Gift Aid, on 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ or using our 

contactless card reader held by Lynn Petts (222902).  

BACS payment details are: PCC of North Rode, 40-52-

40, Account 00020047. 

 

Garden Produce 

We are again selling surplus fruit and veg in aid of 

church funds.  Please let Marilyn (223346) know 

about any you have, to be put on the web site under 

the Produce menu option – damsons & apples so far. 

 

The Parish Church of St. Michael 

North Rode 

HARVEST FESTIVAL AND GIFT DAY 

Sunday 10th October 11.15am 

 

 

 

Harvest gifts of tinned & packet foods for  

our local Foodbank gratefully received 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

North Rode Harvest SupperNorth Rode Harvest SupperNorth Rode Harvest SupperNorth Rode Harvest Supper    
    

Gawsworth Church Hall 

Fri. 15th Oct. 2021 – 7.00 for 7.30 pm 
Tray baked Hot Pot Pie, Peas, Gravy Tray baked Hot Pot Pie, Peas, Gravy Tray baked Hot Pot Pie, Peas, Gravy Tray baked Hot Pot Pie, Peas, Gravy 

and Red Cabbageand Red Cabbageand Red Cabbageand Red Cabbage    
(Vegetarian Option available pre-order) 

Assortment of Assortment of Assortment of Assortment of DessertsDessertsDessertsDesserts    
Tickets £12.50 

Book your tickets early as limited 

availability 

A Raffle will be held on the 
evening 

In aid of St Michael’s Church , North Rode 

Tickets  available from Bronwen Bebington – 

01260 223253, Mary Hobson  01260 222855  

and Diane Lowe – 07885 553177. 

 



Laptops and Mobile Phones Required 

Shirley Tudor-Evans is again asking for donations of 

secondhand laptops and mobile phones for the 

students they support in Kenya through the Saramek 

Trust. The laptops are increasingly needed as 

essential tools for university students and there are 

three moving on from secondary education to 

university this month.   Please contact her on 

saramek@northrodechurch.org.uk or 01260 223292. 

 

North Rode Transport Rally 18/19 Sept.  

Our grateful thanks go to Jerry and Judy Howarth who 

masterminded the team for our Refreshments tent, 

and to everyone who helped with erecting and taking 

down the marquee, bakers and those who served 

cakes and drinks.  Particular thanks go to Martin 

Carlisle for the generous loan of a generator for 

boiling kettles.  We made a staggering £800 for 

church funds, some of the money being taken using 

our new contactless card reader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Remembrance Day Last Post 

We are hoping to find a musician, preferably a 

bugler or trumpet player, who would be able to 

play the Last Post and Reveille at the St Michael’s 

Remembrance Day service at 10.50 on 14th 

November.  Robert Heath with his military 

background played the bugle from the balcony 

for several years, but he’s going to be at the 

Cenotaph in London.  If you can help, or know 

anyone who can, please contact Marilyn Ainslie on 

223346. 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends  

It has been a pleasure to welcome everybody 

back to the start of what we hope will be a 

‘normal’ school year! It feels like we have all been 

waiting such a long time to plan the academic 

year and look forward to many exciting events. 

Our annual Overview of the school year is now 

on our website if you would like to find out about 

the many exciting things we are doing! 

By the time of print, we will have virtually met 

with parents for our ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening 

and our Year 5 children will have returned from 

their activity based residential trip; how exciting! 

We have welcomed 28 new Reception children 

and many new families across all year groups to 

school and not only are they joining our school 

community; they are joining our school family. 

We thank their families for choosing Marton and 

know their children will have the very best 

learning opportunities with staff that care 

greatly. 

We have a new Head Boy, Oliver and a new Head 

Girl, Maddie this year and I am looking forward 

to working alongside them both to continue to 

raise pupil voice. We also welcome new teaching 

assistants to school to support our children and 

join the staff team and we all extend our 

invitation to welcome you to visit school and see 

for yourselves how special Marton is! 

Always your friend, Nevin  

Mrs Nevin J Deakin 

 



The Rector's Letter – October 

This month many churches and schools throughout the country will celebrate harvest.  The tradition 

of harvest thanksgiving remains important because it encourages us to think about the food we eat, 

where it comes from and the people who produce it.  It also makes us think of those who less well off 

than ourselves. 

     The words “thank” and “think” come from the same root, reminding us that thanksgiving comes 

from thinking about our blessings.  Unfortunately, the greater God’s gifts, the less they are regarded.  

This is known as “the law of reverse proportion”: a hungry man is more thankful for his crumbs than a 

man for his overstocked fridge. 

     A staggering amount of food finds its way into household waste.  Every day in the UK 20 million 

slices of bread and 4.4 million potatoes end up in dustbins.  Each year in this country around one million 

edible bananas and meat to the equivalent of 120 million chickens is thrown away.  These are just a 

few examples of how wasteful our society has become, and yet at the same time we have also 

witnessed in recent years the emergence and rapid growth of Foodbanks across our nation.  I have 

been involved with various Foodbanks for more than ten years and I know that the people who come 

to them seeking help are desperate - they are certainly not scroungers. 

     This year our Harvest Festival will take place at St. Michael’s on Sunday 10th October at 11.15am.  All 

those attending this service are invited to bring along items of food (tins and packets) which will be 

donated to the Congleton Foodbank.   If you are unable to attend the service but would like to donate 

some food items, please leave them on one of the benches inside the entrance to St. Michael’s Church.  

Every little helps.  For those of us who claim to be Christians, through supporting Foodbanks we are 

putting our faith into action and expressing something of the faith that shapes and defines us. 

    Yours ever,   

Colin   

October Services 

 

 

Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson  01260 223201 

Warden                   

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie          01260 223346 

Secretary   

Mrs Diane Lowe  01260 272576 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts  01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie  01260 223346 

Ms Kate Bean  01260 272723 

 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ 

  

Oct 3rd  

Trinity 18 

Flowers: Pam 

Robinson 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Lynn Petts 

Alastair Kennedy 

 

Oct 10th 

Trinity 19 

Flowers: 

Congregation 

11.15 am 

Harvest 

Festival 

GIFT DAY 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Bullock 

Family 

 

Oct 17th 

Trinity 20 

Flowers: As last 

week 

11.15 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readings: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Mary Hobson 

Charles Baxter 

Anne Lever 

Oct 24th 

Last after 

Trinity  

Flowers: 

Margaret 

Worthington 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Peter Brocklehurst 

Myrtle Bullock 

Oct 31st 

All Saints 

Flowers: As last 

week 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Anne 

Freestone 

Sharon Oldfield 

Robert Heath 

Nov 7th 

3rd Sunday 

before Advent 

Flowers: 

Marilyn Ainslie 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Louise Jackson 

Marilyn Ainslie 



  

  

Say NO to the proposed merger of  

North Rode Parish Council with Eaton Parish Council 

Cheshire East Council is consulting on proposals to merge our parish with Eaton 

parish. The proposals are set out in its Community Governance Review, which will see 

huge swathes of countryside and rural villages transferred to Macclesfield and 

Congleton town councils with the risk of further Green Belt development and urban 

sprawl. The Council is legally obliged to consult on the proposals, giving you the 

opportunity to have your say.  Your Parish Council is overwhelmingly against the 

proposals in favour of retaining our parish in its current form. Unlike Cheshire East 

Council, the Parish Council has the sole job of representing your interests. Our 

objection to the proposals has the full support of our MP David Rutley and our ward 

Councillor Lesley Smetham. In addition Eaton do not wish to merge with North Rode 

Parish (or Marton—which is also a proposal). 

To respond to the consultation online go to: 

https://surveys.cheshireeast.gov.uk/s/CGReview2/ 

You can get a paper copy of the response form from Congleton or Macclesfield 

library. You can also write to Cheshire East Council at Community Governance 

Review, Children and families, Cheshire East Council, Cledford House, Long Lane 

South, Middlewich, CW10 0DB 

The Council is required to consider the community, geography and public administration 

implications of their proposals, and to make the case for any changes proposed. The proposals:  

 Ignore the significant differences between the two villages currently covered by North Rode 

Parish Council and Eaton Parish Council. There are huge differences in climate, geography, 

village community, transport, planning and public administration, which the proposals ignore. 

 Would result in the loss of our Parish Council, which is a direct form of democracy and is 

therefore more responsive to the views and needs of our community. 

 Would likely result in an increase in your Council Tax as North Rode currently has a very low 

precept. 

The Council has completely failed to make the case for these changes. Make sure you respond to 

the consultation before midnight on 28th November.  



North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

North Rode W.I. met face to face in Eaton Church and Community Hall in September for the first 

time for about 17 Months. President Bronwen Bebington opened the Meeting welcoming everyone 

including new Members to our first meeting and we sang Jerusalem. The Garden Party held at our Member’s 

house in August had been a great success and was helped by a very warm and sunny afternoon. The recent 

Coffee Morning held at Gawsworth Methodist Church Hall was a success, adding the proceeds to our funds. A 

Wreath Making Workshop is to be held at NL Church on Saturday 27th November, cost £12. Tuesday 12th 

October is an event Chester - Walk the Walls, cost £7. Both these events were given out to Members from 

Cheshire News. Gawsworth W.I. are organising a Trip to Bents Garden Centre in November. Several of our 

Members took part in the Virtual Fun Day.  

Our Speaker for the Evening was Winnie Bullock talking about a Walk in the Grand Canyon 3 years ago. The 

money raised was for the ECHospice. It was a  challenge and a really great experience. They were all young 

people taking parts but quite hard going at times. Fortunately they were all safe on the Walk. The Table Flowers 

were given by Bronwen Bebington, Raffle Pam Robinson, Teas Pauline Croft and Freda Butler, Cakes Gloria Cole 

and Diane Lowe, Vote of Thanks Pam Robinson. Thanks were given to Winnie by Pam Robinson. The Winners of 

the Competition for a Holiday Photo were Hilary Trueman and Diane Lowe. 

The next Meeting will be on the Tuesday 12th October when our Speaker will be Jim Fletcher talking about 

Farming Life. The Competition will be for a Pottery Farm Animal. All Visitors are very welcome on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the Month at Eaton Church and Community Hall 7.30pm   

 

Nature Notes by John Lea 

Water-hens don’t seem to be an exciting subject, but ours have been this year.  Perhaps because the parents 

managed to rear six, that was up to a couple of weeks ago then I found a bog of feathers.  They are most unusual 

because each feather curls inwards like your half-closed fingers.  In the war years, and just after, they were part 

of the country food chain, but you didn’t pluck them.  Those curled feathers, whilst creating 

a water tight cover made plucking too difficult.  So, we skinned them.  There were dozens 

before irresponsible people released the mink to play havoc with our wildlife.  Not only were 

water hens seriously reduced by mink, but the lovely little water voles have been hunted 

almost to extinction. You can see why nostalgia makes me attached to both, therefore a Bog 

of feathers meant death; most likely by a sparrowhawk. The rest of the brood have dispersed 

naturally, but one has stayed with the hen. 

 Moles are another hard to understand species.  When we fenced off our small 

wildflower meadow, about 20 years ago, we just ran wire fence down the field 

and kept our Meadow free of fertiliser.  Incredible as it sounds moles work on 

our side of the fence and not on the other.  Intensively farmed grassland must 

not hold the same insect/worm life that lives under non-fertilised old-

fashioned grassland.  It is amazing, the moles work right up to the fence on my side but never venture onto my 

nephew Peter’s field.  It doesn’t save them though, because Peter is the best mole catcher.  

Another remarkable change in my lifetime is the increase in Canada 

geese.  I don’t remember seeing them until about 60 years ago and 

since then they’ve increased dramatically.  They might look and 

sound colourful but, in the breeding season, they attack and kill 

other young waterbirds.  Both water hens and ducklings are suffering 

because of the dramatic increase in geese numbers. 

I have heard older country people speak of a mast years.  A year 

when the hedgerows and trees are bursting with fruit.  Is this a mast 

year?  The Rowen trees were absolutely laden with berries, although 

many have now fallen the trees are still red with fruit.  In the 

woodland the berries get hidden under the falling leaves, but during the winter blackbirds search for them.  They 

don’t scratch, they ferk, which is an old country word for the way they use their beaks to dig among the leaves 

for shrivelled berries. 



 

   Quiz        (Answers in next issue) 

1. What was the name of Rigby’s cat in Rising Damp? 

2. Rodney Trotter has CSE s in which 2 subjects? 

3. Which TV series was the spin off from Z cars? 

4. Which British sitcom was renamed 3’s Company in America? 

5. Who is Laurence Fox’s character in Lewis? 

6. Who was the sleepy bunny in the Magic Roundabout? 

7. Which TV cop is based in Ystad? 

8. In which Bond film does Rowan Atkinson make his screen debut? 

9. Who presented the Antiques Road Show for 19 years? 

10. What was banned from US television in 1971? 

 

Last Month’s Quiz – Answers 

1 Saint Marie 

2 Mary Beth and Christine 

3 Hercule Poirot 

4 Triumph Roadster 

5 Inspector Tom Barnaby 

6 Helen Mirren 

7 Tin Tin the dog 

9 Inspector Fred Thursday 

10 Magnum 

 

 

And lastly in the current climate: 

A local Bra Shop has gone bust. 

A Mining Company has gone under. 

A manufacturer of food blenders has gone into liquidation. 

A Dog Kennels has had to call in the retrievers. 

An origami book company has folded. 

An Aerial Installation company has called in the receivers. 

A Key Company has gone into lockdown. 

A Watchsmith has wound down and called time. 

An Iceland store has had its assets frozen. 

A Shoe Factory has been soled and employees given the boot. 

The Heinz factory has been canned as they couldn't ketchup with orders. 

The tarmac company has reached the end of the road. 

The bread company has run out of dough. 

The laundrette has been taken to the cleaners. 

And finally the AA Recovery Service are on their way to a breakdown. 


